Graduation celebration by McKee, Joan M.
Six awarded 
honorary 
degrees 
With a standing ovation, 
Lucile Bluford, right, editor 
and publisher of Tire Cail 
in Kansas City, received an 
honorary degree 50 years 
after she was denied 
admission to MU. Five 
alumni also were honored. 
Edward H. Blaine, AB '63, 
MA '67, PhD '70, 
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completed his graduate 
work in the off-seasons or 
bis professional footbaJJ 
career. He contributed to 
the discovery of enalapril, 
an important 
cardiovascular drug. Dr. 
James W. Corbett. BS 'SI, 
MA '52, one of the original 
investigators in defect 
physics, wrote the first 
definitive book on electron 
radiation damage. J. 
Vernon Luck, BS Med '30, 
developed the Luck Bone 
Saw and the Luck Cup, 
two tools used in 
orthopedic surgery. 
Herschel L Roman, AB 
'36, PhD '42, con.;dered 
the father of modem 
genetics, helped bring 
about the use of yeast as a 
genetic research tool. A vis 
Green Tucker, AB '37, the 
first woman president of 
the Board of Curators, is 
editor and publisher of The 
Daily Star-Jo11ma/ in 
Warrensburg, Mo. She also 
is the chairwoman of 
Missouri's Coordinating 
Board for Higher 
Education. 
Ju~lonce filled the air m fomi1y and 
fritnds watdMd the Sesquicentennial 
class of 1989 rMogniucl incfivicluolly on 
stage at Faurot Field's lO-yonl ine. 
Unable lo wait for post-gnxluote 
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A cool wind tossed hats and rip-pled the black gowns of the 
1,900 students as they marched 
into Faurot Field May 6 to receive 
degrees at MU's Sesquicentennial 
Graduation Celebration. 
Walking in with the Sesquicenten-
nial Class were 77 members of the 
Centennial Ow of 1939 and of the 
Gold Medal Clas5, gradual~ from 
1938 and earlier who have already 
celebrated their 50th reunion. Deck-
ed out in caps and gowns.. too, these 
alumni were presented with Sesqui-
centennial Medallions lhat also were 
given to the 1989 graduates. 
More than 14,000spectatorswatch-
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ed from thcstadium'swest-sidebleach-
CB as Chancellor Haskell Monroe 
and the MU deans shook hands with 
each gradualt. 
The 3Y.i-hour ceremony for the Uni-
versity's 147th graduating c~ was 
only slightly longer than the 1843 
commencement in Academic HaJI for 
MU's first graduates, Robert Levi 
Todd and his cousin Robert Barr 
Todd. 
At the early graduations, students 
displayed their scholarly virtues, giv-
ing deba~ orations, disquisitions 
and perfonning musical numbers. 
By 1847 when the graduating das.5CSgrewlarger,theprograms 
occasionally were divided by a 
luncheon break. Perhaps this tradi-
tion inspired several 1989 ans and 
science graduates who ordered from a 
phone at Faurot Field a large pizza 
and five sodas delivered to their scats 
on the 50-yard line. 
A special surprise was in store for Wendell Hoffman, BS Ag '64, 
and his wife, Linda, of Clinton, 
Mo. Near the end of the ceremony 
their daughter, Angela J. Hoffman, 
was honored as Mizrou's 200,000th 
degree recipient. She graduated 
magna cum laude with a bachelor of 
health sciences degree in physical 
therapy. 
"This University will remember 
you forever," Monroe said to the new 
graduates as he told them of their 
importance as alumni. "There is only 
one MU- now and for the rest of 
your lives." 0 
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